YKPATHCBKA KATOJIMLIBKA ETTAPXIS
CBATOTI'O MUKOJIAS

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC EPARCHY OF
SAINT NICHOLAS

2245 WEST RICE STREET « CHICAGO, IL 60622 « TEL.: 773.276.5080 « FAX:773.276.6799 « CHICAGOUGCC.ORG

June 19, 2025 OUT-2025-265

To the parish priests, administrators, assistants of parishes,
and clergy who serve within the territory of the St. Nicholas Eparchy

Glory be to Jesus Christ!
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Each day, the Lord lovingly calls us to serve. He desires that we help prepare human hearts
to encounter Him—through sacrificial service, a living witness of faith, and acts of love. In
particular, laypeople have a unique calling: to bring the light of Christ into places where a priest
may not always reach. Their potential is truly boundless.

To support and strengthen this vocation, we have established a Mission Institute within our
eparchy. Thanks to your support, 60 students last year had the opportunity to study, grow in faith,
and prepare for ministry. We have come to know them personally and are overjoyed to witness
their commitment as true disciples of Christ, filled with zeal and love for the Church.

We are now beginning enrollment for the new academic year. We kindly ask for your help
in spreading the word about the Mission Institute—through parish bulletins, social media, and
parish websites. May more hearts hear this call and respond to it.

If one has a gift of teaching and leadership, then he or she might join the catechetical and
Christian community leadership program — within the program, the individual can learn how to
educate children, young adults, newly-married couples, seniors, and how to organize various
Catholic events. If one feels the calling of vocation, then that person might choose a Deacon
training program. If one feels that God has endowed him or her with a good voice and hearing —
then he or she can choose a program for cantors to perfect his or her talent and praise the good
Lord through singing, but also there is a possibility to study in two or all three programs at once.
If someone is searching within oneself and wants to find spiritual support, he or she must choose
a priest who will assist him in a deeper knowledge of the good Lord.



The whole curriculum will be based on evangelism where the individual will learn to grow
with the good Lord and share faith with others. We always have to remember to pray, continue to
work on ourselves, enrich our souls with positive reinforcement as we carry out a “mission” in
life; we need to learn how to help people find their way to God.

The curriculum will last for four years — during this time 20 foundation courses will be
covered as well as subjects which are related to the core courses of your field of study. The
education will be based online. All students of the program will receive relevant material that must
be read, listened to, and viewed in advance — this will create a better understanding of the material
to be covered during the lecture. The most important aspect of the Mission Institute is the
takeaway after the courses are completed.

Within a year there should be one or two physical meetings (depending on the number of
attendees), and all the other lectures will be conducted online. Every month there will be an online
conference with spiritual leaders who will share their experience of missionary and evangelization
in order to enrich the person’s understanding of the Mission Institute and the material that will be
covered.

There are also courses available for those individuals who wish to obtain a missionary and
evangelistic formation in order to deepen their theological knowledge and complete the entire 4-
year course of study without choosing a specific point of interest.

The courses will be taught in both languages English and Ukrainian (depending on the
student’s preference). Tuition will cost $1050.00 a year and there are three sources of funds: the
Eparchy will cover ($350.00), the parish to which the student belongs to will cover ($350.00), and
the student will cover ($350.00). Please keep in mind that the Mission Institute is also open to
students who are in need of tuition assistance. If you are in need of tuition assistance, please
describe your financial situation in great detail and apply for a scholarship.
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ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR CATHECHITIES AND LEADERS OF
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITIES:

e Enrollment into the Mission Institute for a Catechist is based on the results of the

interview, but specifically on the knowledge of the fundamentals of the Christian
faith.

ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS FOR DEACONS AND SUBDEACONS:

e Enrollment into the Mission Institute for a deacon or a subdeacon is based on the
result of collaborative work as well as knowledge of musical data and fundamentals
of the Christian faith.

DOCUMENTS/REQUIREMENTS NEEDED FOR ENROLLMENT:
1. A letter of intention
2. Oath (below is a sample)

3. Completed questionnaire (below is a sample)

4. A detailed biography

5. High school, College, or University transcripts

6. Copy of the Baptism Certificate

7. Copy of the Holy Matrimony Certificate (if married)

8. Passport picture (4 copies)

9. Letter of recommendation from the Pastor

1

0. Letter of recommendation from one of the fellow parishioners on behalf of the
applicant

11. Every applicant must have an established legal residency within the borders of the
United States

Recommended reading before the interview:

e The Catechism of the Ukrainian Catholic Church — Christ - Our Pascha (available on the
website - http://catechism.royaldoors.net/)

e The interview will be conducted online or in person.

e In order to receive the link for the questionnaire and the application please email:
(mission@esnucc.org)




e DPlease send all of the required documents by September 30%, 2025 to the address below:
Mission Institute
2245 West Rice Street,
Chicago, IL 60622

e Aswell as an electronic version of the required documents to the following email address:
mission@esnucc.org

Throughout the four years of education, catechists will receive a certificate of
completion after each year that will entitle them to learn catechism over the next years of
study. Upon completion of the Institute, all students will receive a certificate of completion
as well as a thesis statement. The Bishop ordains those who joined the Deaconate program;
gives a certificate and a legal right to cantor those who completed the cantor program, and
the catechists receive a canonical order from the Bishop to catechize the Parish to which they
belong.

The thesis statement should not only be theoretical, but it should also be practical. It should
take the Mission component into consideration some of the ideas for the thesis statement are:
creating a Mission committee within the parish, create a mission for the parish, form a choir for
various parish communities, create a charity fund, create a catechetical school for the parish, create
a parish website, etc. Towards the end of the program, students must have the thesis statement
completed as well as the working project.

Dearly beloved, [ have great faith and desire for the Mission Institute in order for you to grow
and develop as an individual with the good Lord by your side.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Be courageous, do not be afraid to try something new
especially if it is to strengthen us in Jesus Christ!
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BENEDICT
Bishop of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy



